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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Comparative religion scholar 


to receive honorary degree 


MONTREAL, May 18, 1979 -~ Wilfred Cantwell Smith, one of 
Canada's outstanding scholars in the field of religious studies, will 
receive an honorary degree from Concordia next month. 

A historian of international repute, Dr. Smith will receive 
the honorary doctorate at the Faculty of Arts and Science convocation, 
2 p.m., June 10, on the Loyola campus of Concordia University, 7141 
Sherbrooke St. West. 

Born in Toronto in 1916, Dr. Smith graduated with a B.A. 
in Oriental Studies from the University of Toronto. He then studied 
at Cambridge University in England, following which he went to India 
as representative of the Canadian Overseas Mission Council. 

At the age of 33, Dr. Smith joined McGill University as the 
W.M. Birks Professor of Comparative Religion. Two years later, in 1951, 
he organized McGill's Institute of Islamic Studies, serving as its 


first director in addition to continuing in his divinity chair. 

In 1964, Dr. Smith took up the directorship of Harvard 
University's Center for the Study of World Religions. 

At the age of 57, after nine years at Harvard, Dr. Smith 
returned to Canada to take up the McCulloch professorship at Dalhousie 
University in Halifax as the first member of its religion department. 


In 1978, Dr. Smith returned to Harvard, where he is at the 


CONCORDIA 


present time. 

Through his elaboration and defence of a “personalist" approach 
to the study of religion, Dr. Smith has exercised a considerable influence 
on scholars in his field. An 1ll-page bibliography of his writings is 
available in the volume edited by Willard G. Oxtoby, Religious Diversity: 


Essays by Wilfred Cantwell Smith (New York: Harper, 1976). 
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Beverley Smith 
Information Officer 
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A PUBLIER IMMEDIATEMENT Un spécialiste de la religion compa- 
rée recoit un doctorat honoris causa 


MONTREAL, le 18 mai 1979 -- Wilfred Cantwell Smith, éminent spé- 
cialiste canadien des études religieuses, recevra un doctorat honoris cau- 
sa de 1'Université Concordia le mois prochain. 

Historien de réputation internationale, M. Smith recevra son 
doctorat honorifique 4 l'occasion de la collation des grades de le Facul- 
té des arts et des sciences, 4 14h, le 10 juin, dans le campus Loyola de 
l'Université Concordia, 7141, rue Sherbrooke ouest. 

Né & Toronto en 1916, M. Smith obtint son baccalauréat en études 
orientales de l'Université de Toronto. I1 étudia ensuite 4 1'Université 
de Cambridge en Angleterre puis est allé en Inde comme représentant du 
Canadian Overseas Mission Council. 

A 1'age de 33 ans, M. Smith est entré au service de 1'Université 
McGil1 comme professeur W.M. Birks de religion comparée. Deux ans plus 
tard, en 1951, i] organisait 1'Institut d'études islamiques de McGill, 
faisant fonction de premier directeur en plus de continuer a occuper sa 
chaire d'études religieuses. 

En 1964, M. Smith a accepté la direction du centre pour 1'étude 
des religions mondiales de 1'Université Harvard. 

Agé de 57 ans, aprés neuf ans & Harvard, M. Smith est revenu au 
Canada pour occuper Je poste de professeur McCulloch 4 l'Université 
Dalhousie d'Halifax comme premier membre du personnel enseignant du Dépar- 
tement des sciences de la religion. 

En 1978, M. Smith est retourné a Harvard of i] se trouve tou- 


jours. 

Par 1'élaboration et la défense de sa démarche personnaliste 
de 1'étude de la religion, M. Smith a exercé une influence considérable 
sur les spécialistes de son domaine. On trouve une bibliographie de 11 
pages de ses écrits dans le volume compilé par Willard G. Oxtoby, Reli- 


gious Diversity: Essays by Wilfred Cantwell Smith (New York: Harper, 


©) 1976). 
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Agent d'information 
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